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“BEAST FROM THE EAST”

- Disruption to transport

- Emergency services

- Damage to road surfaces

- Increased pressure on workforce

STORM OPHELIA
- Disruption to transport 

- Fallen trees
- Water supply & waste water 
treatment 

- Loss of power supply
- Coastal Damage and Clean up costs

SUMMER 2018
-Drought – hose pipe bans

-Reduced flow in rivers

-Biodiversity impacts

-Damage to roads





Climate Action Regional Offices - CARO 

• 5 year funding from DCCAE

CARO Mandated to: 

• Drive Climate Action & Build 
Capacity within LA Sector

• Coordinate Engagement across 
Various Agencies and 
Government Departments

• Translate Sectoral Efforts to Local 
Level

• Build on Experience & Expertise  



CARO – Work Programme 2019/2020 



Climate Policy – Global to Local  

International Conventions

European Climate Directives

National Climate Policy  

Sectoral Plans

Local Authority Climate  Change 
Adaptation/Action Plans   





Sectoral Adaptation Plans – September 2019 
• Agriculture, Forestry and Seafood

• Biodiversity

• Built and Archaeological Heritage 

• Transport infrastructure

• Electricity and Gas Networks 

• Communications Networks 

• Flood Risk Management

• Water Quality and Water Services                                               
Infrastructure 

• Health



LA Adaptation Plan Development - Methodology



Dublin Climate Change Action Plans 2019-2024

• Dublin CCAPs in development since 2016 in 
conjunction with Codema – Dublin’s Energy 
Agency

• Regional Strategy for DLAs in 2016
• Workshops across all Dublin LAs 2017/18
• Draft CCAPs Public Consultation Feb/March 

2019
• Full SEA/AA required
• 960+ attendees at Public Information Events
• 560 submissions to CCAPs
• Sept 2019 – Finalised and submitted to DDCAE

www.dublinclimatechange.ie

http://www.dublinclimatechange.ie/






Adaptation Baseline – (Example DCC)



Mitigation Baseline 

• Total Dublin City Emissions 
2,810,880 tonnes of CO2 equivalent

• Dublin City Council < 5% of Total 
Dublin City Emissions

• Public sector buildings accounted 
for only 1.5% of all greenhouse gas 
emissions in 2017 (NCP 2019)

• 4 Dublin LAs – Total Emissions 
(tCO2eq) – 7,804,595 in 2016 Dublin City Area – Total GHG Emissions 

by Sector in 2016 



Mitigation Baseline 



Climate Action Plan: Public Sector 

‘Engaged and empowered public bodies 
can achieve more than just reduce their 
own emissions, they can stimulate and 
inspire action across wider society’.





Climate Action – Mitigation Examples



Climate Action – Adaptation Examples



Climate Action – Awareness and Engagement



Flooding Projects
• Local Authorities work on a range of flood 

alleviation projects from small to large scale

• LAs work with Office of Public Works on major 
Flood Defence Schemes

• Assessment of these schemes – ‘Areas of 
Further Alleviation’ – AFAs

• CFRAMS – main vehicle for meeting the 
requirements of the EU Floods Directive.

• www.floodinfo.ie – details flood risk for 300 
areas throughout Ireland – both urban and rural 
context

• Need for more sustainable drainage in Urban 
areas.

http://www.floodinfo.ie/


Coastal Erosion

• Storm surges, strong waves and tidal 
actions are resulting in increased coastal 
erosion.

• Adaptation actions encompasses taking a 
wide range of actions that can be classified 
as soft, green or grey measures.

• Difficult decisions and significant funding 
will be needed to safeguard coastal 
communities and assets.

• Increased evidence base for identifying 
coastal erosion projects – OPW, Geological 
Survey of Ireland etc.



Public Lighting Projects
• Public Lighting is one of the largest energy 

users for Local Authorities.

• Almost 500,000 public lights across the 
Country.

• As parts of the public lighting network are 
over 40 years old, it is estimated that 
replacing bulbs with low energy equipment 
would see local authorities significantly 
reduce annual lighting costs.

• Traditional SOX lamps are being phased out 
and replaced with LED lights.

• LA Climate Action Charter 2019 – 50% 
improvement in energy efficiency by 2030



Spatial Planning
• Planning system is an established means to implement 

and integrate climate change.

• Evolving policy hierarchy with regard to climate and 
spatial planning policy.

• EMRA Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy – adopted 
June 2019 – signposts climate action

• CARO has published a Discussion Paper – ‘Planning for 
Climate Action in City / County Development Plans’

• CARO led workshops for Planners in 2020 aligned to 
Development Plan process



Electric Vehicles

• Climate Action Plan 2019 –1m EVs by 2030

• Recent SEAI grant support for LA installation of 
charging points.

• CARO sits on DHPLG EV Working Group –
addressing planning policy, regulations etc.

• What role do LAs have ? 



Take home messages

• LA emissions are a small % of overall county/city level emissions

• LAs can be leaders on climate action for the wider community 

• All of Government and all of society approach is needed

• Significant resource implications for implementation of National 
Climate Action Plan and LA plans

• Adaptation and Mitigation must be undertaken in parallel

• Key role for Elected Members in driving climate action across all 
functions  



Go raibh maith agaibh

david.dodd@dublincity.ie

@DublinCARO

#Councils4ClimateAction

mailto:david.dodd@dublincity.ie

