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1. Proposal:

“That this Plenary send a letter to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment and Climate Action supporting the recommendations of the Citizens Assembly on Biodiversity and calling for the Committee to recommend their adoption in full.”

2. Background:

Dr. Peter Doran of Queens University Belfast is working on the Rights of Nature project in on an all-island basis. He and I also put a submission[footnoteRef:1] to the Citizens Assembly on Biodiversity that called for Constitutional rights for citizens and for nature, and Constitutional rights for citizens in relation to public participation in environmental matters which were adopted in the final recommendations of the Citizens Assembly on Biodiversity.[footnoteRef:2] He has recently given evidence to the Joint Committee on Environment and Climate Action in its ongoing examination of the recommendations on the Report of the Citizens' Assembly on Biodiversity Loss.  Dr. Peter Doran has requested that Westmeath PPN send a letter of support for the recommendations of the Citizens Assembly on Biodiversity.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  EJNI Submission to the Citizen’s Assembly on Biodiversity https://ejni.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/EJNI-Submission-to-CA-Sept-2022.pdf ]  [2:  See report of the Citizens Assembly on Biodiversity Loss here https://citizensassembly.ie/wp-content/uploads/ReportonBiodiversityLoss.pdf ]  [3:  See details here: https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/press-centre/press-releases/20231016-joint-committee-on-environment-and-climate-action-to-resume-discussions-on-report-of-citizens-assembly-on-biodiversity-loss/ ] 


3. The text of the proposed letter from the Plenary to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment will simply state (happy to accept amendments from the floor):

"Westmeath PPN Plenary commends the ongoing work of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment and Climate Action on its consideration of the Report of the Citizens Assembly on Biodiversity. The twin climate and biodiversity crises represent an existential threat to humanity, making the Committee's work important, timely and urgent. 

Westmeath PPN Plenary notes with approval the recommendations by the Citizens Assembly across a range of key areas representing the vital building blocks of a healthy environment and society. 

The Plenary notes in particular those recommendations 31 / 31(a) - (d) in relation to the right to a clean and healthy environment, rights of nature and the rights of citizens to public participation in environmental decision making, to access environmental information, and for access to justice in environmental matters, and that these be placed on a Constitutional footing.

Westmeath PPN Plenary supports the recommendations of the Citizen’s Assembly on Biodiversity Loss as the outcome of the democratic process, and calls on the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Environment and Climate Action to recommend the adoption in full of the recommendations of the Citizens Assembly on Biodiversity Loss.”




4. Recommendations of the Citizens Assembly on Biodiversity Referenced in the letter:

[image: ]

image1.png
The Constitution H

31

31a

31b.

31c.

31d.

There should be a referendum of the people to
amend the Constitution with a view to protecting
biodiversity.

The proposal to amend the Constitution should include:

Human substantive environmental rights, e.g. a
right to a clean, healthy, safe environment; a right
to a stable and healthy climate; rights of future
generations to these or other environmental right.

Human procedural environmental rights, e.g. the
Aarhus rights regarding access to environmental
information, public participation in environmental
decision-making and justice in environmental
matters

Substantive rights of nature, recognising nature as
a holder of legal rights, comparable to companies
or people e.g. to exist, flourish/perpetuate and
restoration if degraded; not to be polluted/harmed/
degraded.

Procedural rights of nature, e.g. to be a party in
administrative decision-making, litigation, etc.
where rights are impacted/likely to be impacted.




