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JUNE 2022 MEETING OF CABA SPC     Wicklow County Council’s revised  Glyphosate   P olicy   will be presented to the Joint Oireachtas Committee  on July 23 rd . This new Policy provides for glyphosate/round - up weedkiller   to be used very sparingly, after  permission for its supply from a single issue point has been signed off by the supervisor in charge, who is  trained to assess the case for its use in that instance. A concern was expressed that all scientists did not  agree   on a blanket ban on the use of round - up. Wicklow County Council sanctions its use by trained  personnel in the removal of certain very tenacious named invasive species. CABA SPC looks forward to an  update from the discussions at The Joint Oireachtas Commit tee. Wicklow’s revised  Glyphosate  Policy will  now be ratified at the next Council Plenary in July.   April 2022 CABA SPC meeting   Alternatives to Glyphosate use:   The revised Weed Control Policy for Wicklow County Council      The five   Wicklow Municipal Districts  have again held off cutting and mowing until May to  ensure a supply of early season pollen to feed pollinators and other insects      The  Foamstream   machine has been in Bray and Wicklow and goes next to Blessington and  then Arklow      Wicklow  County Council’s  IT se ction have already prepared a draft App around the Wicklow  policy on weed/vegetation control      The Climate Action team are negotiating with Teagasc asking that Teagasc set up a training  course for the staff and contractors engaged in the maintenance of green   spaces        Slasher   organic weedkiller and  Surefire  are two safer products and hardware   store s, garden  centres and individuals could be encouraged to ask to buy them and to stock them      Manual weed control is labour intensive and more expensive but there is oft entimes no real  alternative when biodiversity is the priority.      Increasingly ,   the judges and inspectors of the Tidy Towns competition   award marks for  sensitive weed control.      The new revised Wicklow County Council Policy on non - chemical alternatives to glyph osate   will  be presented for discussion at the next   Council plenary on June 13th      The new Policy includes a case study where weedkiller use was reduced by 80% thanks to the  other techniques trialled   and evaluated in the case study   at Clermont.      The new Policy concludes with a Do’s and Don’ts Section that lists clearly what it is helpful to  do and not do when clearing weeds or using weedkillers.      If your community is managing an open space for pollinators, you can record your good work  on   www.pollinator.ie .       The Council also can provide ‘ Managed for Wildlife’   signs suitable for outdoor use. Drop an e - mail with your postal address to   wicklowheritage@wick lowcoco.ie   to place your request   CABA SPC Feb. 2022   Presentation given by Mary Cahill, of the Climate Action Team on the:   Draft Glysophate/roundup weedkiller/plant control Policy for Wicklow Council:   
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Wicklow County Council’s revised Glyphosate Policy will be presented to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on July 23rd. This new Policy provides for glyphosate/round-up weedkiller to be used very sparingly, after permission for its supply from a single issue point has been signed off by the supervisor in charge, who is trained to assess the case for its use in that instance. A concern was expressed that all scientists did not agree on a blanket ban on the use of round-up. Wicklow County Council sanctions its use by trained personnel in the removal of certain very tenacious named invasive species. CABA SPC looks forward to an update from the discussions at The Joint Oireachtas Committee. Wicklow’s revised Glyphosate Policy will now be ratified at the next Council Plenary in July.

April 2022 CABA SPC meeting

Alternatives to Glyphosate use:

The revised Weed Control Policy for Wicklow County Council

· The five Wicklow Municipal Districts have again held off cutting and mowing until May to ensure a supply of early season pollen to feed pollinators and other insects

· The Foamstream machine has been in Bray and Wicklow and goes next to Blessington and then Arklow

· Wicklow County Council’s IT section have already prepared a draft App around the Wicklow policy on weed/vegetation control

· The Climate Action team are negotiating with Teagasc asking that Teagasc set up a training course for the staff and contractors engaged in the maintenance of green spaces 

· Slasher organic weedkiller and Surefire are two safer products and hardware stores, garden centres and individuals could be encouraged to ask to buy them and to stock them

· Manual weed control is labour intensive and more expensive but there is oftentimes no real alternative when biodiversity is the priority.

· Increasingly, the judges and inspectors of the Tidy Towns competition award marks for sensitive weed control.

· The new revised Wicklow County Council Policy on non-chemical alternatives to glyphosate will be presented for discussion at the next Council plenary on June 13th

· The new Policy includes a case study where weedkiller use was reduced by 80% thanks to the other techniques trialled and evaluated in the case study at Clermont.

· The new Policy concludes with a Do’s and Don’ts Section that lists clearly what it is helpful to do and not do when clearing weeds or using weedkillers.

· If your community is managing an open space for pollinators, you can record your good work on www.pollinator.ie. 

· The Council also can provide ‘Managed for Wildlife’ signs suitable for outdoor use. Drop an e-mail with your postal address to wicklowheritage@wicklowcoco.ie to place your request

CABA SPC Feb. 2022

Presentation given by Mary Cahill, of the Climate Action Team on the:

Draft Glysophate/roundup weedkiller/plant control Policy for Wicklow Council: 

The Intention is to limit as much as possible the use of round up across all 5 Municipal Districts. WCC aspires to make public land pollinator-friendly and is aware that studies on round-up point to it being carcinogenic. The draft policy proposes:

· To reduce the use of round-up against the 2020 baseline

· A small number of staff and contractors will be trained and registered to use round-up against stubborn invasive species at the most effective stage of the plant’s growth cycle

· Round-up will be stored centrally and will have to be requested

· Users will be required to record where and why round-up was used on a special form

· The use of roundup will be recorded in the monthly Chief Executive’s Report

· A WCC App will record the use of round-up. 

· A case study is being completed by a caretaker at Claremont who will comment on plant management  techniques he is using to reduce the use of weedkiller by 80%

A lively discussion made numerous suggestions, including;

· This App should be open for the public to view

· A rota would be best to assign use of the new foamsteam machine (which kills weeds using steam and is currently in use in Bray MD and at the harbour)

· Spraying weedkiller at base of trees so the base looks clean, neat and devoid of weeds is a practice that needs to end.

· Thanks again to the Tidy Town groups who are so quick to implement improvements to the care of biodiversity & who would be the well placed to speak with new Resident Associations about the care of planting and landscaping on new estates

· The Policy needs to speak of managing plants, not killing ‘weeds’

· Manual weeding is to be encouraged, tools could be supplied to Resident Associations and Tidy Towns

· Any training course will need to be offered also at district engineer level so everyone is on the same page. The district engineers welcomed the Tree Policy at a recent monthly meeting.

· Refusing to give out round-up is the best way to limit its use.

April 2021

 The alternatives to the Weedkiller Glysophate/Round up: 

There is an Irish National Action Plan on the use of Pesticides

Wicklow County Council is committed to using glysophate only very occasionally to kill rampant plant species resistant to all other weedkillers. The new Foamsteam machine has been delivered to Bray depot and will kill weeds using steam. A new manual multi-head wire-brush weed sweeper is to be ordered. It is drawn behind a tractor and sweeps weeds from kerbs and paving. The design of future paving  may need to minimise the use of grouted intersections where weeds can take hold



FEBRUARY 2021

Alternatives to Glyphosate

Ms. Cahill confirmed that she had met with the Municipal Districts two weeks ago and a policy was being put in place that the use of glyphosates would be banned unless the Municipal Districts complete a form to state why they were using it, when, who and where they would be using it.  This information would be collated by Ms. P. O’Reilly and would provide a baseline of what’s being used in the County and to measure reduction in the use of glyphosate.

Ms. Cahill stated that the Foamstream Machine had been purchased and delivered to the Bray Depot.  No training had been given to the staff due to Covid.  An EV flat bed truck was going to be bought in order to transport the machine around the County and prices were being sought in this regard.  It was intended that it would move down the East Coast initially.

DECEMBER 2020

Replacing glysophate weedkiller with Foamstream: A new Foamstream machine has been delivered to the Bray depot and the operatives of it will receive training. Meetings to discuss Foamstream were held in all five municipal districts and were very well attended. 

OCTOBER 2020

Alternatives to glyphosate: A non-toxic alternative to the weedkiller, glyphosate/Round-Up has been agreed. Pilot schemes in a number of local authorities (Dublin City, Kerry, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown) agreed that FoamStream was an effective alternative. A generator-type machine sprays hot water mixed with four oils onto the leaves of the plant, the oils holds the hot water on the leaves long enough to kill the plant. The FoamStream machine can also be used to disinfect and clean public spaces such as park benches, playgrounds, etc. WCC intends to purchase one machine from the quotes already in (cost €22,000) and some staff will be trained to use it. The more vigorous invasive species plants might still require the occasional use of a more toxic weedkiller to eradicate them. LS: Delighted and would like to see data next year showing how much less Round-Up was required compared with this year’s baseline.

July 2020

3. The Use of Glysophates, harsh herbicides :

On June 11th, the 5 Municipal Districts of WCC met. They hope to get a clear ‘one-page’ policy together to roll out across all 5 M.Ds on the use of glysophates after a pilot study has been conducted to find viable alternatives. Among the alternatives being tested are foamstream, manual weeding, a vinegar-type spray, mulching around tree trunks, etc...Beekeepers must be told before any pesticides are applied, so they can move their hives to safety, Council workers will have to wear full white protective gear even when applying these alternative solutions. The new Programme for Government requires local authorities to reduce their use of pesticides/herbicides. When WCC has its alternative weed-control strategies selected, Resident Associations and Tidy Towns will be brought into the discussions. Cllr. PL asked that the County Development Plan consider the design of footpaths so WCC builds footpaths unlikely to need treatment for weeds, and that the final choice of weed-management products be brought forward by this SPC as a motion for the whole WCC to vote on before the end of this year.

MAY 2020

Use of Pesticides: A request to have WCC’s use of pesticides as an item on the Agenda for the next meeting was agreed by Breege Kilkenny.. Roundup is the only weedkiller to stamp out certain invasive species, but its use to make subsequent mowing around trees easier is open to question. Proposal to survey Council workers to ask where and when they use it. 


